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I’LL BE there in spirit. That’s
the message soca star Destra
Garcia had yesterday for all
her fans in the approaching
Carnival 2010 season.

Picture a very different
Garcia to the sexy superstar
we usually see prancing on
stage. This year her name is
not Bacchanal, as she sang in
her 2009 Road March con-
tender. Due to deliver her
baby January 15, she is tak-
ing things slowly, resting a lot
and putting up her feet which
are sometimes swollen.
Instead of perfecting the

Destra “flava” in rehearsals
with the band, she’s been at
Lamaze classes. She de-
scribed her emotions as a
mixture.

“I’ve never been so happy
in my life. I’m also scared and
excited, but I can’t stop smil-
ing and for the first time I’m
speechless.”

The soca star described
herself as being on “stand-
by” with her baby bag in the
car .

The baby room is ready. “I
went online for the theme and
of course the colour scheme
is pink,” she said. Garcia said
she feels very humbled and
uplifted by promoters and

fans who have said they will
miss her in the Carnival sea-

son. Even more uplifting, she
said, was a tribute song done
to her by the artiste Fernanda
titled “Destra’s Baby”.

“By the time Carnival
rolls around in February I ex-
pect to be fully taken up with
the   baby, but   I’ll   be   there
in spirit because I am part of
Carnival, and yes I will feel a
pang when I see the fetes on
television or the photos on
the  papers   but   this   is
precious bonding time and
it’s all about what is best for
the child. It won’t make sense
to rush back on stage espe-
cially since I’ve put on about
50 pounds, so the fans won’t
see me until I’ve lost the

weight,” she laughed.
She has, however, released

music for Carnival 2010. As
she has for the past three
years, she wrote the lyrics for
two pan songs which will be
performed for Panorama by
Courts Laventille Sounds
Specialists – “Surrender” and
“Rewind” for NLCB
Fonclaire – respectively.
These are collaborations with
the music of Junior “Ibo”
Joseph and arrangement by
Mark Loquan and Ken
“Professor” Philmore.

In addition, her 2010 of-
fering “Fireworks” was re-
leased on her November 10th
birthday last year.
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SIX-YEAR-OLD schoolboy Antonio Sylvester
was scheduled to resume classes yesterday
and had planned to tell friends about his
Christmas holidays and all the gifts he had
received.

Instead his battered body spent the ma-
jority of yesterday inside a cold room at the
Port of Spain mortuary.

Sylvester was struck by a Toyota Hilux
while attempting to cross the Diego Martin
Highway with his mother's boyfriend on
Monday  around 6.35 p.m.

Sylvester suffered a fractured skull and
died from internal bleeding of the brain, au-
topsy results stated yesterday.

George Lewis, who was holding
Sylvester's hand at the time of the accident,
suffered a broken leg and was listed in a sta-
ble condition at the Port of Spain General
Hospital yesterday.

According to police reports, the driver of
the Hilux suffered no injuries.

Sylvester was a second year pupil of the
Diego Martin Boys Roman Catholic school,
his mother, Aster, said yesterday.

Aster, 24, spoke to the Express yesterday
at the corner of Murray Street and Tragarete
Road where she had gone to get her son’s
death officially registered.

Aster said she was at work on Monday
night when she called her boyfriend and
asked him to bring a charger for her cell
phone’s dying battery. Aster is employed at

the Diego Martin outlet of Kentucky Fried
Chicken.

Aster said Lewis brought Sylvester to the
fast-food outlet to drop off the phone charg-
er.

After eating some chicken and chips for
dinner, Sylvester and Lewis headed back to

their Sea Trace Extension, Patna Village
home.

While trying to cross the north-south
lanes of the Diego Martin Highway, the duo
were struck down. Sylvester was uncon-
scious.

Both he and Lewis were rushed to the
Port of Spain General Hospital but Sylvester
never regained consciousness .

Lewis, who was conscious and able to talk
yesterday, kept asking for Antonio. Up to last
night Lewis was not told that Sylvester had
died.

“He was a joyous child, he was very happy,
he was willing, he was very willing in his
school work and everything. When I talked
to him he would listen. He was also an obe-
dient child,” Aster said about her only child.

“If I could tell him just one thing before
he died I would just tell him that ‘I love him’,”
a teary-eyed Aster said.

“I find like all the drivers out here should
be more careful, more cautious on the road
especially when children are
crossing the road. I find they
should be more alert, they
should be more aware of what
is going on,” she said.

Initial investigations con-
ducted by officers of the West
End Police Station have found
that Sylvester and Lewis crossed
the highway on a green light.

Acting Sergeant Narine is  in-
vestigating  the country’s third
road fatality for the year.

January 15 soca baby for Destra
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Boy, 6, killed on Diego Highway

Earthquake 
shakes North

A LIGHT earthquake shook up
parts of North Trinidad on
Monday night.

According to the University
of the West Indies Seismic
Research Centre, the earth-
quake was north of the Paria
Peninsula and was felt in
Glencoe and Westmoorings.
There were also reports that it
was felt in Petit Valley and
Maracas Valley, St Joseph.

The event occurred at about
11.36 p.m. and was located at
11.06 degrees North and 62.16
degrees West.

The magnitude was 4.4 and
the depth was 94 km. No
injuries or damage to property
were reported.
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